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Human embryomc stem cells, izolated from human embryos for the first tine i 1998, have the potential to grow into any cell
ot igsue it the body, and so hold great profuise for treattment of disease. But the etnbryos are destroved when the cells are
extracted. 5o M. Bush, mtending to discourage further embryvo destruction, msisted in 2007 that federal financing be imited
to studies of those stem cell colontes, or lines, that had already been created.

Related Instead, Mr. Bush iz promoting research on adult stem cells, which are drawn from bone marrow and blood,
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mnchuding wnbihical cord blood, and have narrower imphications for medicine than embryonic stem cells. On
Tuesday, the Housze voted 431 to 1 to approve a measure that would create umbilical cord blood banks to
advance adult stem cell research.

But it was the embryonic stem cell debate that inflamed the passions of the House, sounding at vanious times like
alezson in cell biology, a theological discourse and a personal confessional Lawmalker after lawmaker came to

. the House well to recount strugsles with conscience and seart ersonal experiences with death and diseasze.
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Forum, Bioetlics Eepresentative Jim Langewin, Demeaocrat of Ehode Island, relled to the microphone m his motorized wheelchar

to speak of his spinal cord injury, which he said could be helped by the research. Eepresentative Jo Ann
Emerson, Eepublican of Mizssoun, told of a voung man named Cody, who had been paralyzed in a car accident
at age 16 and asked her to rethink her opposition to embryonic stem cell studies,

'Tlater wrote a note to Cody's farmly teling them that even after hearing his story, I couldn't do as he asked," Mz Emerson satd, "and I have
regretted writing that letter ever since "

But for every supporter with a compelling personal tale, there was an opponent like Eepresentative Dan Lungren, Eepublican of California, whose

brother has Parlanson's disease, "T've learned a lot of things from my brother," M. Lungren said, "But one of the thungs I learned most 13 that there
iz a difference between right and wrong "

The backers of the Senate measure, Senators Atlen Specter, Eepublican of Pennsylvania, and Tom Harlan, Democrat of Towa, have scheduled a

news conference for Wednesday to demand quick action. "T don't understand why Ivr. Bush is domg thiz " Wr. Harkin said, adding, "T wish he
would refrain from drawing lines i the sand.”

Blisabeth Bumiller contributed reporting for this article.



